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DESC DDARS 
eA Vindication of that Prudent and 


Honourable Knight, 
Sr HENRY V AN E, &9*c. 


Mr. Baxter "gy : 

S inthe multitude of Words there wants not figy Sect, 1: 
Preov.10, 19, (Ointhe multiplicity of Books and 
Writings , there are commonly many groſs mi- 

akes,calnmnies-unworthy8: unchriſtian refleions upon 

the perſons and a&ions of orher men, perhaps altogether 

noknown to the Authors of ſuch books, I cannot but ad- 

mire the wiſe providence of God, in ſaffering you co be 

whip'd and laſhed(not without juſt canſe)by divers god- 

ly learned men, in their #ritings, by whom you are ren« 

deredto be one of an Heterodox Judgment,levened with 

Popiſh, S9c:nian and Arminian Errors; of a bold; inconfi- 

derate and raſh ſpiric , tranſporred with a prepoſterous 

Zeal ;zand a buſy intermedler with perſons and things, 

whereof you .,have but litcle jad,;ement or experience: 

So true are theſe words of Solomon » In the minth of the | 

fooliſh is a rod of pride, (#) wherewith they whip and, p;,,,, ,. ; 

wound themſelves : (I ſay) I cannot brt admire the wiſe 
providence of God in this, when I corfider how apr you 

are to ca2/umniate and detract from your Country-men, 

who delire to ſerve the Lord in (incerity.» according to 

their light and knowledge ; and in their places avd 

(ations to promczce the Good of- all men,, I hope 
_ _ that worthy Kritght , Sir Hemry Vane, (whom you bave 


roſly bely'd in « book of yours , lately primted*) is of 52,7, 


z \uch 
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| 2 
ſach a ſpirir and ans LP would not willingly do 
wrong to you nor any other man, of whar: Judgement ſo- 
ever, 

If you hadexpeRed the late Try > wherein mnch of 
the power and wiſdom of God hath appeared, our Ene- 
mies themſelves being Judges , ( and you your ſelf baye 
raken notice of the Providence of God towards the late 
ProteRor, and therefore my well take notice of this) I 
doubt norgSir;bur you love and tender your ſelf,and your 
oWn Credit and repuration ſo much, that you would have 
been filent tonching Sir Herry Varney and the Varifts, (as 
you molt vair/y and fooliſhly call them ) and not have - 
rendered your ſelf ( by your raſhneſs and folly ) obnoxi- 
ons tothe Law and Juſtice. Was it not pcfſible for you 
Mr. Baxter to flitter and fawn upon Mr, Richard (romwel 
(whom yon in-your wiſdom have compared to wile Solo- 
m1, 8s you did his Father to faithful and upright Davia) 
bur you mnſt x1ſo aſperſe and bely your (onntry men,who 
would nor, nor could nox facrifice the Liberties of their 
dear Native Country to the ambitions la'ts of men , and 
bow down before that Corre- Idol ( which was created 
by 2 few faRtions ſelf-irterefled perſons) as yon and 
others haye done ? I dare nor ſay (with ſome of your 
friends) rhat you have done this according to the true 
ſenſe and\ meaning of the Solemn Leagne and Covenant, 
and orher Oaths by yon taken , but ratlier according ro 
your own fooliſh'humors,and thoſe private,fatiour, and: 
ſelfiſh ends, which you and they propoſed 'to your ſelves 
in the late Tranſa&ions, as hoping to ſupplant all thoſe 
that obſiru&ed your ambitions defigns. As for thar 
honeurable Perſon (whoſe prudence and parcs in the ma- 
nagement of Srate-affiirs you are yot ableto Jadee of,by 
your Pedantick Syllogiims,rhongh you thinkit worth your 
time to revile him) I preſume he: locks upon it 2s below: 
him,and his great and weizhty imp/oyments,to write an 
thing in his own Vindication: hebath other buſineſs to 
look afterand not to ſpend h1z time abourtbe peſſienare 
and raſh Scriblings ef every byall:d and engaved perion , 

| and. 


and chereforel think it not amiſs ( having more leiſure. 
and opportunity ) nor ſo much from any private or per- 
ſonal reſpe& which I bear co him) as my love to the Come 
monwealth, and publick Interelt of theſe Nations (which 
15 owned and afferied by him upon jult and honeſt prin- 
ciples) to clear up the innocency of that worthy Knight, 
and to vindicace him ( though without bis privity and 
knowledge ) from your lyes and aſperfions ; that if it be 
the will of God, yon may learn Wiſdom for time to 
come, and make a publick Recantation of that wiengand 
injury which you have done him ; and be more adviſed 
and prudent in your words and writings : Remembcing 
whac the Scripture ſaich,---Whoſo keepeth his menth ard bis 
tongues keepeth bis ſoul from troubles (b). Seeft thru a man 
that is baſty in his words ? there is more hope of a fool they® Prove 
of him. Andif 4a man ſeem to bereligions, and bridl:th not rrev.29.25. 
his tongue, this mans religion is vain, Doubileſs great care 7"***: 
and circumſpettion is to be uſed in writing Books; for 
thereby che Authors expoſe themſelves to the cenſures of 
all men,wherher they be wiſe or fooliſh , raſh or confide- 
rate,learned or ignoravr,of ſound or of corrupt judgment; ' 
whether they be of a virtuons or vitions diſpoſition. He | 
that commits 4») thing to writing, (faith Seneca) glves men v 
a bill of his mayners; which every Reader may put 1a ſuir 
acainſt him, if there be cave for ir, 
It is Kingly, (ſaich one * ) Imay add , that i: is Chriſt: SeA.J1T. 
anelike, todo well, axd to be ill ſp:henof : To do good to *Antiſtheres | 
ill men, and to beill poker of by molt men, Who a- 
mong the people of God was a greater Loyer of his 
Conntrey, a more valiant Captain, or a more faithfn]} Gz- 
vernour then Moſes ; yer how was he cenſured, reviied 
and reproached by the people > who continually mur- 
mured againſt him ? Among the heatheps > Socrates, 
Photion > eAriftides, Epaminondas, and Cato, were excel- 
lene men > famous for rheic love to their Conntrey ; yer 
how uneratefully and neworthily were they nſzd ? Ard 
why (hould we think it firavge that tis honourable 
Knignt 
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Knights with other worthy Patriots, who have appeared 
acainlt Tyranny, both In marters Civil and Religious, are 
reviled by yonand your Aſſociates; whounder pretence 
of Religion, and che Intereſt of Chriſt , would ſer up a 
faRion,and enſlave the Nation ! It ſeems you have learn- 
ed that Machiavilian leflon, Calumniate Inſtily ; ſome- 
thing will ever ſtick bebind. If he be a Slenierer, who 
wrongs his peighbours credit, either by npjalt raiſing or 
upholding an evil report againſt him ; Surely you have 
cauſe ro lay your kand upon your heatr, and to take 
ſhame to your ſelf: and if this be the mark of thoſe tha 
ſhall dwell in the Lords T abermacles that they are ſnch as 
neither raiſe nor take up a reproach againſt their neigh- 
bour, ſal. 1 5.3. what will become of you (Mr, Baxter) 
and where apd with whom maſt you dwell co eternity, if 
God do not humble yen for your ſlanderons and” lying 
rongne and pen ? What was your deſign (I pray you) in 
reproaching this Gentleman ? was It to render your ſelf 
famous, in rendring his perſon and parts infamous co po- 
ſtericy? nay, was it not to curry favour with Mr. Crom- 
well, that fo you apd your Complices might ride him at 
your pleaſure, and zccompliſh your ſelfiſh ends, by che 
pliableneſle of che young Gentleman to the enſlaying of 
your native Comntrey? hence it was that ( by yon and 
your friends in(tigation ) ſo many flatterivg eAdareſſes 
were preſented co him from the ſeveral Counties and 
Cities, wliereby the young man was puffed up, and made 
believe, that all che people in the thrce Nations were at 
his command ; and yet not a man of you would conra- 
otouſly ſtand up for- bim and his declining Preteftorſhip, 
when he had moſt need of you. | 


Sea. IV, Whereas you impudenely tel] che worldin your late 
* Key of Ca-railing Book *, That Sir Henry Vane and the Vaniſts put 
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312.313.33othe King to death : that he was the aſter of the Game *© 


3 31,3552 39» 


That he and his followers are no becter then Papiſts , Je- 
ſites, 8&c, Thar the Papiits are (irong in Exgland under 
tfie mask of the Vaxiſts, whereof yon make bim the 
Rungpleader : That he was in /taly, and ng from 

LNENce 


| (5) 
thence moſt wicked and corrupe opinions: And having thus 


vented yourlelt in a vai» and frothy diſcourſe , wherein 
perhaovs you think you have ſi.fhiciently anſwered the 
Papiits, and vindicated the Prozeft ant parry touching the 
Kings death, by theſe mnife(t and groſs uneruths, as if 
it were lawfnl for you to ſpeak wickedly for God, and to 
lie for his glory (b). Give me leave ina friendly way to 
Expoſtulate alice with you: Did you ever ſee the iace 
of this Gencleman whom” you- have fo frequently re- 
proxched (neither Miniſter nor Man-like) or at leaft,did 
youever ſpeak a word with bim, either co know his judg- 
ment concerning the proceedings againſt rhe late Kizg, 
or his principles in matters of Religion ? 1 am confident 
you do nor know him , neither had you ever any confe- 
rence wich him : but you may have in time: for though 
theſe [njuries, (if they were done onely to a private 
man) miyhec be paſſed by and remitted, ( withour exem- 
plary paniſhment ) yer being done to one in 4 Pub/iqne 
capacity , the Authority of the Naticn may 10 due time 
take (ognizarce thereof Now as tonching che death of 
the late King , will you ſay that all thoſe Gentlemen th:c 
ſate in the High Court of Juitice (by Authority of Par- 
lizment ) upon his Tryal ( and yer Sir HEnryY Vane 
was none , but 1 am ſure ſome of yonr good Lords ard 
Maſters were of the nrmber of his Judges ) were Po- 
piſh and Jeſurtical, 2nd that therein they carried on a 
Popiſh'Defign again(t the ProreHant Party and 'nterelt ? 
Can you put no difference between the Clandeſtine e[- 
ſaſsnation of # Prince to ſerve the Jeſnites torn, andthe 
publick Execution of J«/fice upon a K:yg, (for levying 
War azain(t rhe two houſes of Par/zamert co-ordinate in 
power with him, and ſhedding the blood of his SubjeRs 
ppon that acconnt ) who was nor put to dezth to erartfie 
the 7eſuites, but to free the Nation from Tyraz»y and 


b Job.13-7. 
Rom.3.7+ 


Slavery, and from rhe luxury avd unnectfary charge of q p;1, 0... 
the Corrt {d)! Woberton ard the Proteſtant Intere? .clarot var. 
if we had none that conid or would plead our Cate ;;.. 5... 
berter then you Fave done: for it is weil knoyen that Maſe tp. 
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(6) 
* e« Mr. you Symbolize with the Papiſts 1n many material points, 
The. Bar- * and haye giver no {mall advantage to the Popiſh party; 
ve. .,, by your calumnies and Invetives, againſt the moſt emi- 


M-. Kenda!- nent Proteſtants Dom on this fide, and beyond the 
Mr. Lyford+s , 

Mr. Burgeſs. *C&5s 
Mr. Eyre- - - %, 

Mr. Crando!t. Mr. Warner, their Books againſt Mr. Baxter. 


Set,V. But ſay you, the Yariſts andLevellers were the chief 
Agents in the death of the Xi»g , and theſe men are no 

Key, paz. beuter then Papiſts, and Sir Hexry Vane was the maſter of 
3:223'3* theGame, This is a manifeſt notruth, refleAin? no ſma'l 
diſparagement upon the Memniftry, which (tor my parc) I 
honour and reverence, as a pretious Ordinance of Chritt, 
and am keartily ſorry that yon and others ſhould brzpg 
the ſame into contempr> by your bitterne(s, faRiouſneſs, 
and ambitious deſigns and praftices, That Honourable 
Gentleman (whom you calumniate , and from whom ({ 
believe) you never received rhe leal(t injury) was nor free 
ro at in Parliament, nor inthe high Comnrt of Juſtice upon 
rhe garbling of the Houſe by the Army, and the Tryal of 

. the King by the Commiſſioners ; bur did therenpon ( as 
I remember) retire; and ſequeſter himſelf from publique 
Imployment, being rot ſully ſatisfied (ar that time) with 
the proceedings of the Parliament and Army:Ard there- 
fore how could this Gentleman have a chief hand in the 
death of the King ! It concerns every man ( and mnch 
more 4 « Miniſter of the Golpe)) to write the truth, both 
in a Logical ard moral conſideration ; and to ſpeak no 
otherwiſe then (he knows) therthing 1s, and not to ut- 
ter an untrocth, thoveh he be 1gnoranr of ic. Whoſoever 
levith and maketh a !ye, ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of 
Heaven, Rev.22,15, Andihe , Apoſtle exhorts us to pur 
away lying, axd every man to ſpeak truth to by neighbour, 
Ephef. 4, 25, The truth 153 this honourabie Gentleman 
(of whom I have often made mention ) having abſent- 
ed himſeif from the Parliament » upon that vreat chance 
and alteration of fairs inthe year 1648, Lieutenanc 
General Cromwel ( who fate npon the tryal of the King, 


ard 


2nd inconriged the Conner of che H;ghConre of 
Juſtice to proceed to lentence,irt being the general vote 
and defite of the er»), that the King ſhould be put to 
dearth) was importavate wich this Gentlemay, and nſed 
many argumentsco perſwade him to fir again in Parlia- 
»ent,and inthe (onncil of State ; and did ar levgth pre- 
vail with him co come ip, Now Mr, Baxter,(the truth of 
che marter of fact wry 9s ſaced) if yon would have 
been impartiall , you ſhould rather have ſaid that your 
Lord Proteftor and his followers; had a chiefhand inthe 
death of the Xi»g ( whether, npon a publick or private 
acconnt; I leaye ic co rhe Lord) then that Sir Henry Pane 
and the V:2:ifts were the chief , Aer in ic: Bnr you 
were reſolved to caſt dirt inthe face of this Gentleman, 
and ſo to ingratiate your ſelf with the new (or: , the 
glory whereof is now laid in the duſt, rogerher with all 
your flactering Addreſſes. BY 

You have anocher flipg at Sir How Fane (who it SeA,VIT, 
ſeems is a great eye-lore to you ) for you tell ns that he Key pae- 
was in /taly, and from thence brought over dangerons *** 
opinions : a palpable notruch (which a meer moral man, 
munch more a crue Chriſtian, would be aſhamed of : ) 
he never ſojonrned in /:aly in all his life, and therefore 
could bring from thence neither ſound nor corrupt Do» 
f&rines : nor is he willivg chat his eldeft So» ( rhat pro- - 
per young Gentleman ) ſhould cravel beyond the Seas, 
leſt his yonch ſhould be /zavered with the corrupt opini- 
ons, Cuſtomes, and praQiſes of forraign Popiſh Coun- 
treys, ſo munch is heinlove with them. Judge now, 
Mr. Baxter , whether you haye in this paſſage of your 
Book faithfully diſcharged your Duty cowards your 
neighbour ; and donethe ſame ro him, which you would 
have hadanother co have done to you, I take notupon 
me tO apologize for any extrayagant or heterodox opini- 
ons, by whomſoever maintained : in doarinals I do a- 
eree (for ſnbſtance) wich moſt ofour godly Proteſtanc 
Wricers; Though ic muſt be granted , thar there are ſe- 
verall degrees of Light 3 and che great myſleries of the 

B Goſpel 


$) 
Goſpel are more Cently OY hed to one then to 280+ 
ther, yer ſo thar the mott quick-ſighred Chriſtian knows 
bur in part, and therefore is apt to millake in man 
things by reaſon of his ignorance and darknefle, I wi 
with all my heart chat all choſe Patriots, who (iand up 
and appear for common right and Juſtice, and the pub- 
lick Intereſt and weal of rheſe Natrows, were both Or- 
thodox and ſound in their judgements, and alſo holy in 
their lives and converſations ; but we muſt look more ar 
rhings then at perſons: Juſtice and honeſty even in our 
Enemies, and thoſe thar differ from ny-( thongh bur in 
one a&ion) ſhonld be acceprable co ns, I have often 
diſcourſed with this honourable Gentleman ( whom you. 
endeavour to blaſt and render odious by your unbridled 
ropgue ) apd haye heard him interpret the Scriptures : 
what his jademenc and apprehenſions have been former- 
ly Iknow not ; but of late ( in my bearing) he hath 
expreſſed himſelf clearly and faithfully in rhe great point 
of Juitification by the righteouſnefle and obedience of 
Chriſt as Mediator, in oppoſition to the principles of 
the 2#xakers; who ( rogether with the Papiſts ) plead for 
jaſtification by an inherent righteonſneſs , or gracions 
qualifications under the notion of Chriſt or the Spirit 
them ; whereby the blood-ſhed and obedience of onr 
High Prie(t the Lord Jeſns, 1s rendred invalid and of no 
effet. Now as Luther ſaith well,If a man be ſound in this 
one Article of free Jnſtification by the righteouſneſſe of 
Chriſt, ic will miviſter light and direRion to him in 
points of an inferiour and lefler conſequence, We can- 
not bur know that many pretious godly Miniſters and 
Chriſtians ( ſince the beginning of the lare Wars ) have 
been ſhaken and unſectled in their Judzements, asto 
ſome of the main ' Articles of the Chtiftian' faith ; bur 
afrer ſome trialls, remprartons, and a4Mi&ions, and afcer 
ſecking the face of God, and conſalting his word and 
his people, they have been ( by the blefling of God ) 
rooted and fabliſhed in the trath, Certainly a man may 
be Orthodox and found in Judgment (as to the ia” 
| | pu 


a 
of Religion ) and yet wancing ſincere love to Chriſt and 


his people, may fall ſhort of heaven ; and on the contra- 
ry, another Chrittian may erre and miſtake in many 
points, and yer having fincere love to the Truths of 
Chrit, according to that meaſure of light ( which God 
hach vouchiafed unto him) he may be.ſaved, ho art thou 
that judgeſt another mans ſervant ? 10 his- own maſter he 44+ 
ftandeth or falleth, , And lec him who thinketh that he 
fandethgtake heed that he fail nor, 
 Icannor bur wonder at your exceeding great confi- SeR,ViI 
dence and boldneſſe,in aſperſing others with Popery and 
7eſuitiſme ( who I hope are nor tainted therewith,) Bur 
Mr. Baxter,are notyou-guilty of the ſame evils where- 
of you accuſe them ? avd ſhould not you ( accordivg to 
our Savionrs dire&ion ) Firſt pluck the beam ont of your watth. . 5. 
ow eJes that Je 14 2may the better plack out the mote which is 
in your brothers eye ? Phyſician, heal thy ſel ; firlt reform 
thine ewn Judgement, and relinquiſh chine own er- 
rours, and then reprove others. Not to infiit upon your 
Sophiſticating and darkving the main points and princi- 
ples of Divinity, by your exotick eAriſtotelian learning, 
ſuperficiall Syllogiſmes, and pnzzling Diftinttions : Snre | 
am, you have 1n your Writings boldly avoxched for 
Truths, ſuch Principles as ( bordering too near npon the 
Feſwites and Socinians ) will not be owned by - ſober 
pions Proteſtants; Wherein you do not correſpond with 
Luther, (calvin, Beza, © Martyr ,and orher Reformiſts , bur 
rather with Bellarmin:, Socinus, eArminius, as hath been 
ſufficiently demonſtrated by others, I might wrire largely 
of your corrupt and unſound tenets, touching 7aſtificatr- 
on, Converſion, the Nature of Speciall Grace, eAſſrrance) 
Perſeverance , the extent and effeAs of the death of 
Chriſt ; which you have not yet recanted that I know of: 
Bur I will onely at preſent recite {ome p4ſſazes our of 
your books, and leave it tothe /mpartigh Reader, whe- 
ther thefe bold Aﬀertions of yours: be ſuitable to the 
Proteſtant Dottrive, and the fimplicity of the Goſpel of 
Chrit, | x 
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(10) 
You ſay, (e) That Chriſt hath not taken away the whole 
curſe of the Law from Believers, by braring it himſelf ; and 
that the afflict:ons of Believers are in execution of the threat- 
ning ard Carſe of the Law. 

Fhar Chri#t hath not repealed the Old Covenant, nor freed 
Believers wholly from it, but ſuperadded the new Law or Co 
venant to it; as the onely poſſible way of life, 

That an abſolute diſcharge from the execution of the 
threatning of the Law uu granted to none in thus life ; and 
that when we believe and perform the condition, yet ſtill the 
diſcharge remains conditianall, till we have finiſhed our per- 
formance, 

That the Law of God ts not only relaxed as to the perſon 
ſuffering, but partly as to the penalty ſuffered : That Chrift 
pajed not the idem or ſame thing in the obligation ; and that 


. even is by ſufferings, the threatning Was partly diſpenſed 


with or relaxed. 
That Jer. 31.31. Heb. 8. 8, 9,10. ds not containthe 
fall tenor of the Covenant of Grace, The holy Gholt ſaith, 
chis is the Covenant ; bur you cel] us that it is bur a part 
of the Covenant. | 

You call them ordinary, Plgar, unſfiudied Divinzs, 
who hold the Impatation of ( hriſts attive obedience, to be 
the form of our Juſtification. And thus Calvin, Brza, 
Chamier, Perkins, Whutaker, Davenant, Twiſſe, Ames, ( ot- 
ton, Bayn, &c. are but ordinary Vxlgar Divires, when they 
come in competition With incomparable Mr. Baxter, 

You tell ns boldly, That good works in a proper ſenſe do 
juſtfie us before Grd : That faith and faithfull ations are our 
Evangelicall r:phreowſneſſe;and that faith as a complicate att, 
accepting Chrift as Lord and Kings u the condition of our 
Juſtification: And ſo (according to this Popiſh DoQrine) 
we are partly juſtified by Grace > and partly by Works : 
Buc my Apolile Pau! and the Proteſtants are not of your 
mind. 
| That the ſuſpending the rigorous execution of the Law 

{ which in a ſepſe is common co the ele and reprobate) 
is the immediate noble iſſue, and fruit of Chriſts death, RE 
| at 


(11) 

That Chrift died to ſati. fie Divine Juſtice for the ſins of 
all men, eleft and reprobate, 

That we are but conditionally, and not abſolutely deliver- 
ed from eternall death by the death of Chriſt ; nor have we 
right to life without the intervention of a condition to be per» 
formed on our part, to qualifie u4 morally ſor it. 

That owr love is the cauſe oft condition of our adoption ; 
for which you quote > Marth, 5. 44. Loke 6. 27, 45, 

And ſo (according to your opinion ) we mult firit love 
God, before he communicate his love to us, 

That fiuall impenitency and unbelief is properly the ſin a 
gainſt the holy Ghoſt. 

That o mas 7 perfeil ly juſtified, nor hath perfeft remiſſi- 
on of ſins till the aa) of Judgement, If this DoQrine be * 
true, we mult all go to Pwrgatory, 

That thowgh a Chriſtian may be aſſured of his eletion and —_ 
Tftification, yet not of hi; perieverance, of which he hath a a. Conſe 
only firog probability - and yer in another place you 757-2437, 
fay, If a man be ſure that he truely believes, he may be ſure 14,45,47,49; 
of hi [alvation : andthus you concradie your (elf, and 5 © * 
fay and unſay, 

That generall Grace affords true conſolation, and that ſpe= 
ciall Grace is built upon it ; and that we may gather a world 
of comfort ſrom generall grace. 

That believing is eaſie ; the conditions of the new Covenant 
bring more facile then thoſe of the old, 

That God #5 the father of the graceleſs, though not in [0 
ftrift a ſenſe as of the gracious, 

That doubts and fears muſt be removed by conſidering the 
#niverſality of Chriſts ranſome for the whole world + and 
ra thi ui the foundation of all ſolid peace and com- 

ors, 

That wxbelievers may have ſome good deſires, which God 
will accept : and though they be not yet come to ſaving fauh, 
Jet they may have many good prayers which God will hear, 

That woxe ever miſſed of grace and eternall life, that im- 
proveduheir naturalls to the utmrſt, as a naturall may may 


» do, What is this bur down-richt Pelagianiſae ! . 
That 


(12) 

That ſeeing our afts are our Evangelicall righteouſneſe 
(without which we have no part in Chriſts righteonſnels) 
we m4y ſafely build our peace and comfort upon them. 

j T hat Salvation is promiſed as the crown and reward to our 
WECS. 
Cf )Saints That Grace in the ſpirituall man (f ) differs not ſpecifi- 
0 att cally, but onely gradually from that which is in the naturall 
man : and that a ( hriſtian mnſt gather his aſſurance from 
the degree, and not from the kind of orace. This is but cold 
comfort for a weak Believer, 

I know none of chem that you call Yaniſts fo vainxcor- 
rupt, and corten in their principles, as you are in theſegor 
ſome of theſe poſitions, beſides others that might be 
mentioned, wherewith (nnder pretence of Piety and 
Prafticall Divinity) you have infected and poiſoned ma- 
ny young Scholars in the #niverſities, and Mivilters in 
the Land who wanting experience, and beipg not able 
ſpiratually to judge of things that differ, have your per- 
ſon ard gifts in admiration: Sothar { truely Mr, Baxter, 
all rhings conſidered ) you have already done more mil. 
chief by your writizgs, then you will be able to do good 
if you ſhonld repenr and live an hundred years: for, lince 
your bovuks were publiſhed;many Miniſters & Profeflors 
bave ſadiy departed from the ſimplicity and plainnefle of 
the Scriptures and Truths of Chrilt ; giving ear to your 
v4in Philoſophicall Diſtin&ions, and thereby ingendring 
firife,and puzzling both themſelves and their hearers, 

SeA.,IIX Once more you quarrell with Sir Hexry Faze, and cry 
out azainſt him for holding an univer'all Liberey and To- 
leration in matters of Religion; and yet you do noitake 
upon youto anſwer thoſe Scriptures, ar; uments,and rea- 
ſons of State, which are alledgcd for ar univer{all Liber - 
1y. For my part,l am nor fully acquainced with his judg- 
ment conchivgthis poirt ( which hath beep ſo much con- 
rroverted incurtime \ but if he be for ſuch a Liberty, 
without excepticn or refiraint, why ſhould you querrel 
with bim ( ſpecially confidering how the caſe lands with 
us in theſe Nation, both as £9 the Parliament, Army,Na- + 
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vy, Minittry and Churches ) more chen with Luther, Au* 
ſtinz and other Fathers! Admit their opinien (hat are 
for an nniverlall Liberty ) be a miliake, yet it is far leſſe 
dangerons chen theirs, that would have few or none 2+ 
lerated; bur inch as concurre with them in every thing ; 
as if they onely had mo»opolized to themſelves a ſpiric of 
infallibility. The weapons of your warfare ſhould be 
ſpirituall and heavenly, nor carna'l and wor/dly, Nor is 
the Goſpel, inthe power of it, planted or propagated 
by che (vil or Martiall Sword ; but by the Spirit of nf 
God, in preachiog, prayer, Chriſtian conference, and a 
holy converſation: This is the belt way to cor yince op - 
poſers and gainlayers, inftrnting them in meeknele and 
In a ſpirit of loye : whereas, if you take violent courſes, 
and fight againſt the errors of the times, with priſons, 
dnngeons,fetters ; this will bunt make men the greater 
hypocrites, and (ſeven times more the children of the de- 
vil then they were before; nay, they will glory in their 
ſuffrings,avd by this means their number will dayly in- 
creaſe inthe Land; as the Qxakers have done of late 
years, for which we may thank ſuch as yon are, who by 
your paſſionate and violent aft;»gs, have made them the 
more confident of their dangerous and wicked opinions. 
Would to God, the Miniſters of the Goſpel wonid nor 
onely preach well ont of a pulpic ; bur alſo exprefſe - 

more ſe]f-deniall, wiſdome, meekneff:;charity, and mor- 

| rification in their aAtons, andlive up to the rule; of the 
Goſpel ; and then I donbr notbur the CHMiniftry would. 
be morereverenced, and Errors would vaniſh and diſap- 

- pear; 28 the clonds do at the brighr ſhining of the Sx». 
Mot men that now plead againlt Toleration of diverfiry 
of Religions ( their own being moſt conntenanced by 
the Civil power ) wonld plexd as much for a generall 
Toleration, if they were once under hatches, and their 
Religion diſcountenanced by the Magiftrate, Here 
commonly Chriſtian: are diſpoſed and affeed, according 
ro the prattiſe of that Conntrey or Kingdeme where they 
live If a Proteſtant, yea a Calvinifh, live ina Popiſh Coun- 

txeys 
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erey.he will plead for Toleration; ſo will 2 Papiſt living 
in a Proteſtant Connrtrey, where diverſity of Religions is 
got Tolerated, The , Ancient Fathers that lived in times 
of perſecmtion, the firſt three hundred years afrer Chit, 
pleaded agaivit all kinde of violence for Religion ; as ap- 
pears by the ſayings of Lattantins , Tertullian and others : 
Bnt on the contrary2the latter Fathers(having the Empe- 
rours Chrittian, and on their ſide ) pleaded again(t To/e- 
ration, and incited the Maziſtrate to violent conrles , a« 
gain(t ſnch as were of a different perſwaſion, 

E dare not poſitively affirm that the (vi! Magiſtrate is 
not to intermeddle at allin Matters of Religion: for it is 
his duty co provide for, and enconrage all the faithful 
Preachers and Profeflors of the Goſpel, and to be a nur- 
ſing Father to the Churches of Chriſt : buc how far the 
Magiſtrate is to proceed in ſuppreſiing erroniousDotrines, 
and where the bounds are to be {er , beyond which he is 
not to go I fnppoſe a wiſer man then Maſter Baxter can= 
nor eafily determine, Keckerman ( a Learned Writer ) 
faich, that The bond between the Magiſtrate and his Subjeits, 
is eſſentially C5vi/, Ir ſeems he was not of your opinion, 
that Magiftracy 1s from Chrilt as CMediator : for if this 
were trne,then every Magiſtrate that doth not ſubmic to 
the Mediatory Kingdome of Chriſt, is a meer #ſurper;and 
may be lawfully depoſed ; and ſo whilſt you ſeem to ar- 
tribure mnch to the Chriftiay Magiſtrate, you deftroy Mas 
oifiracy in moſt Nations and Countries in the World, 
where neicher Magiſtrate nor people acknowledee the 
Lord Jeſus. | 

Concernivg this point of Toleration , let it be conſi- 
dered/ 

. I. That Chriſt commands, that both the tares andthe 
wheat ſhould remain together in the world ; and not be 
plucked np ill che day of harveſt,which is the end of the 


world, Mat.13.30,38. 


2, He reproved his Difciples , who would have had fire 
come down from heaven to deſtroy che Samaritans rhat 
would not entertain him , in theſe words ; You know not 

what 


| (t5 
ens of oof ab fer af wes coir is 6 
deſtroy mes lives, but to'' ſave them, Luk.9.54.,5 5. 

7, The. Apoſtle: Pas! would not have the ſervant of 
Ged to flrineybur.rabegentle towards all men; - in meek- 
»e/eAntixnfting thoſErhbsr. are corrary minded , if perad- 
venture God will give them repentance y to the achnowledgin 
of the truth, 2 Tit.2,24,25, and it is prophefied of Go- 
5el times, 14,119. that none ſhall burt or deftroy in the 
mountain of \G ods holineſs, i. e,. inÞþis Churches and the 
aſſemblies of che people. : i gn 27 

4. The weapons wherewich the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel ſhould-fight,are not-carnaly 2-Cor,1 0;4; And Chrilts 
Diſciples ſhould be ſo far from perſecuting choſe that are 
not of their Religion, that when they themſelves are per- 
ſeented , they ſhould pray : when they are curſed , they 
ſhonld 6/eſs,Mar;$:44.0ntward violence and rigor is ſo far 
from being the Charaer of the Chriſtian Church, that ic 
is theundonbred mark of the Antichritian Synagogue. 

5. They who now are tar/s , may hereafter become 
wheat z they that are now blinde;may hereafter ſee ; they 
that are now Blaſphemers, may obtain mercie, as Pax did, 
t Tim,1-13, Some there are that come nor in till the e/e- 
venth hour, Mat,20.6, if you deſtroy them that come nor 
in till the laſt hour, becauſe rhey come not at the firſt then 
they are never like to come, - , | 

6. Weknow that God is not pleaſed with hypocritical 
unwilling worſhippers, forced therennto by outward wio- 
lence ; nor are Chriſtian Societies bettered, no,inor the 
perſons themſelves, by ſuch ourward force, bur the plain 
contrary : God alonegdeing Lord over the conſcience; for 
( as Solomon ſaith )- There is 10 man that hath power over the 
Spirit, to retain the Spirit, Eccleſ,$.8. 

7. 'Tis hard for thg moſt judicions and learved mento 
give 4 right Judgmenc of. many points now in {ontrover-- 
fie; and yer notwithſianding, many engaged perſons are 
ready to force diflencers in ſuch Controverſies, by the co- 
ercive power of the Magiſtrate ; if the Magifirate were 
as forward to execute,as hey are to propoſe, * 

| 8, Fert- 
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8, Perſecution for Relicion hath cinſed,or at leaſt oc- 
caſioned moſt of the Wars, Devaſtartons and Bloodſhed 
in Chriſtendome ; whilſt Princes would force their Subjc&s 
ro be of their Religion ,"againt xhe lighe of their own 
conſciences : witneſs the'VVars in -Girmany, the Low- 
Countries, France;Poland; England, Scotland, &c. nor doth 
it agree well with a Free-Scate or Common-wealth, 
ro. exerciſe omward force » 'ip matters of Religion, , 
there being various apprehenfions and diverfiry of 
opinions among all ſorrs and ranks of men 2 and per- 
haps if Mr, Baxter were called to conſult abonr the weigh» - 
ty affairs of the Stare, as you may be in due time ; for you 
pretend to ſome $ki)l in the Politicks, (as appears by your 
moſt jndicions cenfnre on the Commonwealth of Oceara, 
and its , Awthor, in your policical Epiſtle tothe Nobility 
andGentry of E»glaud)you may after ſome grave debates, 
be more for Toleration then new you are. 'Tisfar more 
eaſie for you to write Sylbogiſms in your Rudy, ſatable to 
your own private and narrow apprehenſions,then to keep 
chree Nations ip peace, and hinder godly men of diffe- 
rent Judgements from ſnpplanting one another by force 
and violence, and putting an opportunity imcothe hand 
of the common Enemy, to deſtroy chem al}. 

9. Outward violexcein the cauſe of Relicion is con- 
demned by divers antient avd modern VVriters of the 
beſt note, No man s forced by the Chriftians againſt bis 
will (ſaith Laftartize) ſeeing he that wants faith 'and deve- 
tion, is wnſerviceable to God ; and God not being contention: 


| g Ad Scapu- would . not be worſhigped of the wwwilling, Tertullian ſaich, 


(s) Thatitis of humane right and of natural liberty, that e- 
ver) man worſhip God wncompelled, avid believe what he will : 
Nor doth it beſcem any Religionto compel another to be of their 
ma which willingly and freely ſhould be embraced , and 
not by conſtraint ; foraſmnch 4a: God requires a free-will of- 


b Hillary. fering. The Chriſtian Church (faith Hilary) (h) doth vor 
COntraAuX” perſecutes but is perſeonted : 'Tis lamentable to ſee the great 


folly of theſe times, in that wen think, by humane ayde to help 
God: and by worldly pamp and power to defend the Gon 
bs Wre 


Church,” And Hierom faith, Tha hereſie muſt be cut of ' 


ferom. 


by the ſword of the ſpirit ; and that wa ſhowld ſtrike all miſled J— Ub 4. 


hereticks thorough with the (harp arrows of the Spirir, iter 
is with the Teſtimonies of the Scriptures: the ſtaughrer of 
herericks being by the word of God, Luther in his book of 
the civil CMagiftrate,(aith, That the Laws of the civil Ma- 
oiltrate extend no farther then the body and gords, and that 
which ts external: for over the conſcience God alone ruleth; 
checefore whoſoever undertakes to giveLaws to the conſcience s 
he uſurpeth the Government that appertains onely to God, In 
the building of the Temple (ſairh he) there was no ſound of 
Iron beard, to fignifie that Chriſt will have in his Church a 
free and willing people, not compelled by hnmane Laws and 
Statutes. And npon Luk,2 2. It is not the true Catholique 
Charch which © defended by the ſecular arm, or hnwane pow- 
er, but the falſe axd fained Church, Ar@again, npon 
Pſal.t 7, he ſaich, That the ere Church of Chriſt knoweth 


ot Brachium Seculare, which the Biſhops now adajes chiefly , , 1, 


»ſe, And in his other books (4) he ſaith : Let »o Chri-ftil. Dom. r, 
Eommentiin 


ſtian be commanded, but exhorted ; for he that willingly will 


will not do that whereunto he us friendly exhorted, is no Chr#-1 Per. 3. 


tian; wherefore they that compel thoſe that are not willing, 
ſhew thereby that they are not Chriſtian preachers, but worldly 
beadles. If the Civil Magiſtrate ſhall command me thus and 
thus(faich he) would aniwer him after this manner:sSir,lock 
you to your worldly or civil government ; your power extends 
not IC far as to command Ay) thing in Gods Kingdom - [ bere-- 
fore herein 1 may not hear you : for if you cannot bear tt, that 
any (hould uſurp authority where you are to command, how 
ſhould you thinkthat God will ſuffer you to nſurp that govern- 
ment that belongs to him? 1 might here mention the ſay» 
ivgs of Brentims, and other forraign Writers upon this 
ſubje&, and alſo divers of our Engliſh M rtyrs ; bur 
their ſayings are recorded by Mr, Fox, in his es 
and Monuments, 

Io. This pradtiſe of Perſecution meerly for Religion, 
hath been likewiſe diſavowed by ſome of the molt 
learned and famong Princes of Chriſtendom. King James 

C3 in 


yo- 


5 (18) 
in his. Speech.in Parliwmenr faith, That it is 4 ſare Rule' in 
Divinity,7 hat God never loves to plant his Church by violence 
and bloodſhed : and.in his Apology, pag.4.and 60. / have 
good prapf that I intended no perſecution againſt the Papiſts for 
conſciente:[ake , but onely deſired to be lecured for civil oþe« 
dience ; which for:;conſcience ſake they are bound to perform. 


_——Andipeakivg of the Arch-priett Blickwe!, he faith, /t was 


never his intention to lay any thing to the Arch-prielts charge 
(as heneverdid co any) for the cauſe.of conſcience. The 
ſaying of Stephen that wiſe King of Poland, 18 obſervable, 
That he was King of men, not.of comſeiences ; 4 Commander 
of Bodies, not of Souls: and that it ts one of the three things 
which God hath kept in his own hands,to wrge the conſcs- 
ence this or that way,and to canſe a man to profeſs a Religion, 
by working it firſt in his heart, And the King of. Bohemia 
wriceth ch fi That the ſucceſs of latter Times 
< (wherein ſundry opinions have beep hatched abont the 
* ſubje& of Religion) may make one clearly diſcern with 


& his eye > and as it were touch with his fipger > That ac- 
| cording to the verity of holy Scripture , anda Maxime 


« heretofore maintained. by che ancient DoRors of the 
© Church, That mens Conſciences ought ip no ſort to be 
« violated, urged, or conſtrained : And whenſoever men 
© have attempted any thing by this violent courſe ( whe- 
« ther openly or by ſecrer means) the iflue hath been 
© pernitions, and the canſe of great and wonderſul inno- 
«vation in the mightieſt Kingdomes and Countries of 
*©<CHRISTENDM, I might alſorecite the ſayings of 
choſe potent and famous Princes,CH AR Ls the Fifth Em- 
perour of Germany, Hexry theThird,and Henry the Fourth, 
Kings of Fraxce, with other Chriltian Princes, who aſter 
many Trials, and mnch experience of men and timer, 
grew weary of the praftiſe of Perſecution for the Cauſe 
of Religion, as having ſeen the ſad and dreadful effeAs of 
it 1n (briſtendom, And if this praftiſe ſhould be again re- 
aſſumed in theſe poor ditraQed Nations, what can we ex» 
peRt therefrom (as the condition of - our affairs ſtands ) 
but greater trouble,wars and bloodſbed then yer we have 
(cen > | Whereas 


a. (19) Dy 

Whereas you, Mr. Baxter, and other Miniſters (who I Sea, X, 
could wiſh were better employed) do endeavour by 
your Sermons and Writings , to bring an odiuz- upon the 
preſent Goveryment and Governonrs, as if they (who 
have ſuch conſiderable Eſtates and Intereſt in che Land”) 
had a defigne to pull down the Miniſtry, level mens Eftates | 
and Propriety, and reduce all to an Anarchy and confult- 
on; becauſe forſooth they think it not meer to fulfil your 
ambitions \alts and deſires. 1 would fain know of: yon, 
whecher everthe Godly Miniliry of this Nation had ſo 
much encouragement and maintenance allowed them by 
ary Power or Authority, as they had and may have from 
the long Parlrament f Ungratefnl man ! what would yon 
have them do for you ? will nothing content you , unleſs 
you may exerciſe a Lordly, and Tyrannical D:mination 0- 
verthe Conſciences of your Brethren , and briog the c- 
vil Magiſtrate under your Girdle , to be at your Beck; 
and Command , that yon may diſpoſe of Civil Aﬀairs as 
you pleaſe in ordine ad ſpiritwalia? Are there not many 
pretions Godly Miniſters now with the Lord ( no whir 
inferior to you ) that wonld have bleſſed God for, and 
rejoyced in that Liberty, Freedem, and Encouragemenr 
which you enjoy (or may enjoy, if you will carry your 
| ſelves as you ought todo) under this Government? They 

[ 200d men] prized rheir condition, (though chey had-bur 
forty or fifry peunds per 4»ywm; ) But miny of our Mi- 
niſters are ſo peeviſh and unthankfu], That they grow 
weary of , and mourn under their mercies and inveigh 
moſt bicrerly againſt che famons long Parliament ; by. 
whoſe means they have obtained greater enconragements 
and reyenues , then ever was enjoyed by men of their 
parts and principles, Is this your kindneſs to your Bene- 
factors? and doyou thus requice them for all their good 

' offices? Surely it is high time for them co look abour 
them, and to have a watchful eye over ſuch men as you 
are : And when it ſhall pleaſe God, co bring theſe Na- | 
tions to a betterronſiſtency, and to eftabliſh an equal and » 
riehteons Government > by jult and good Laws, ge oo 

| ene 
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benefic of the whole: Community; If you or any other 
party ſhall go about (by promoting a faRion) ro difturbe 
che peace and orders of the Commonwealth , by yonr 
words or a&ons, nnder what pretence {oever ; Truly 
Mr Baxter, in ſuch a caſe you will have bur little comforr 
if you be expoſed to ſufferings for your miſcarriages: Ler 
no man ſuffer (ſaith the Apoſtle) as av evil doer, or as 4 
buſy body in other mens matters; but he that ſ#ffereth,let hins 
ſuffer as a Chriſtian, 1 Pet, 4. 1516, 1s it your deſire 
thar Church-Government ſhonld be cſtabliſhed, in this 
Land? why then, If ic be {ach a Government as 1s 7xre 
Djvinoz you may ſet it up by the ſpiricuz] Sword, thovgh 
you have no aſſitance from the civil Magiſtrate. The 
Kingdome of Chriſt is not of this world ; and we know 
char when the Churches of Chriſt had leaſt countenance 
from Earthly powers, they were beſt governed , and had 
molt beauty, uvity, and oxder among themſelves, You 
and we have the like liberty and opportnnity, ro improve 
our ſpiritzal weapens and $kill : Bur if one party will 
impoſe upon another, and go about co ſupplant thoſe 
that conſcientiouſly differ from them,doubtleſs the Lord 
(who loves and tenders his people nnder many weak- 
peſſes and miſtakes ) will til] witne(s againſt ſuch an un- 
chriſtian praiſe. ' That Comnſel which is of God ſhall 
ſlaxd, bur that which is not ſhall be brought to nothing, 

' To conclude , give me leave Sir to prepound ſome- 
thing to you by way of adviſe : Tis true, you have (to 
give you your due) a pregnant wit, and many commend- 

_ able nur] parts, and you are fluent in your words and 
Writings ; But I beſeech yon, be earneſt with the Lord 10 
give you true humility and ſelf-denyal., and that wiſdom 
which is from above , and which is pnre and peaceable, 
and ealy to be intreated. Lean nor coo much to your 
own underſtznding and reaſonings : Be nor high in your 
own conceit 2 you know wo ſairh, that there # more hope 
of a fool, then of aman that i wiſe in his own conceit, Prov, 
26,12. Hence it 15 , that you are {© apt to ſleight and 

-undervalue others (as defer; ing as your ſelf z which your 

beft 
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belt friends have noted in you, and do mnch complain 
of. Conſider and digeſt your thoughrs well before yon 
ſpeak or wriie, Remember what a wiſe man ſaichs (m9) n Prov. 
| That the heart of the Righteous ſtudieth to anſwer : and the ! 5+ 24- 
hearr of the wiſe Teacheth his mouth, and adderh learn- * IS = 
Ingo his lips, A fool wttereth all bis mind, but a wiſe man py , Y 
keepeth it in till afterwards, Look up to God for ſpiritual 1x, 
ſtrength, thar you may be cr#cified ro the fame and praiſe 
of men ; upon which Rock many have ſplic themſelves, 
who have had as excellent parcs > and as mnch ſeeming 
piety as Mr, Baxter. He that thinketh, he knoweth any 
thing, let him know that he kyowerh nothing as he owght 
to know. I write this in true love to you, and I wiſh you 
may accept it accordingly: For better are the wownd: 
of a crue friend, ghen the kiſcs of an Enemy, of 
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